The Apologetic Series

Freemasonry and the Secret Initiation Groups 
Introduction

Freemasonry is very common in North America.  The Shriners wear their red fez’s and drive little cars in parades.  Most of us are familiar with the Shriner’s hospital and local Moose Lodges.  These organizations have raised much money for charity and done much civil work in local communities and yet underneath that polished exterior there is no greater example of paganism than these clubs.  What is often touted as a “good ol’ boy’s club” is underneath about worship and about the presentation of a false idea of God.  In this lesson we will seek to examine a sampling of how their teachings and belief system contradicts scripture and learn why no true Christian should be a part of such things.

Basic Principles To Keep In Mind

Those who have a good grasp of key Biblical teachings about Jesus Christ and salvation by grace through faith will be able to spot the problems with Freemasonry immediately by simply reading their material and discovering more about the processes of initiation.  It should go without saying that Jesus Christ is not a way to salvation but rather is the way, the truth, and the life and the only way to the God of the Bible.  The Bible does not teach that there are many ways to heaven, but rather that the road to eternal life is a very narrow and exclusive road that goes through Jesus Christ.  The Bible presents Jesus Christ as the light of the world.  

Another key Biblical principle to keep in mind is that taking oaths or vows is a very serious endeavor to God.  In scripture people were held to their oaths and vows that they made to God and “to swear” or to take an oath was to bind yourself to what you had promised.  This is why James told us:

James 5:12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your "yes" be yes and your "no" be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. ESV   

James was quoting the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount:

Matt 5:33-37 "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.' 34 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything more than this comes from evil. ESV

The issue was that the Pharisees and other Jewish religious leaders had twisted the words of the Moses’ law to basically mean nothing.  Under the law if a person vowed something to God or “in His name,” he was obligated to pay it no matter how serious or how much he regretted it later.
  For example, in Judges chapter 11, Jephthah made a rash vow and promised the Lord that if He would give Jephthah victory over the enemy that when he came home he would sacrifice to the Lord whatever first met him.  When Jephthah came home his daughter met him celebrating his victory with a tambourine and a dance and Jephthah realized the folly of what he had said, yet he was still required to keep his word because he had vowed or sworn to the Lord.  

Because of this, in Biblical times to “swear to do something” was to grip the attention of others because they realized you were saying, “no matter what, I will do this.”  The Pharisees and the Jewish religious leaders liked the startling effect of having said, “I swear that this will happen” but they didn’t like the binding effect of making the oath.  In other words, they liked people to hear them make such vows and say, “wow, these people are very trustworthy and serious about this” and yet they didn’t like having to actually do what they said.  So the Pharisees had made little clauses by which they excused themselves of their vows.  They would say something like, “I swear by the heavens” or “I swear by the temple” that this will be done and people would be impressed and they would get that feeling of people having looked at them in awe as people who made solemn and grand sounding oaths.  Yet, when the Pharisee got by himself, he wouldn’t do as he had said and would excuse himself by saying, “I did not swear by God or by His name, but rather by the heavens or the temple or something else.”  That is, the Pharisees became masters of making people think one thing by what they said and yet really meaning something altogether different.  This was not a simple misunderstanding, the Pharisees were purposefully deceitful in misleading people from what they really meant or did.  

What the Pharisees and Jewish religious leaders had done so had the general Jewish public copied until this form of “misleading swearing” or deceitful oaths had become commonplace in everyday Jewish life.  Obviously even after some of the Jewish people had received the Holy Spirit and were living for God in the early Apostolic church, some still held onto this sort of trick and James brings up Jesus’ teachings and condemned it as sin.  

There are several practical considerations that we can derive from these practices:

· Christians should be very careful of using the term, “I swear.” 

· Christians should be people of integrity; people of their word.

· God holds you to what you vow, think, or swear even if it is trivial.

If you do stand in the court of law, make sure you tell the truth because even though you may think, “oh, it’s just the government and only if they catch me will I pay for lying” God hears that oath and God holds you to it!  It’s not just the government that is listening and holding accountable, but God, Himself!  Tell the truth and remember that no matter how trivial you may later think they are, God holds you to your words and promises.  

This brings us to the many organizations and societies and clubs that are in existence in this world that require you to take oaths to join.  Some such organizations such as Boy Scouts are no different than a court of law in that they require you to take an oath to obey Biblical principles and so I’m not speaking of that.  But some organizations masquerade as charity or civic-minded groups and yet really are not near as harmless as they seem.  And such groups reveal their evil side by requiring their members to take oaths or swear to certain things that are not only not found in scripture, but are the exact opposite of the truths found in the Bible.  Such organizations that do this are the many branches of Freemasonry, the Shriners, and the various “moose lodges” and also the many fraternities and sororities found on every college campus of America.  Perhaps they would pass off the rituals and the oaths that they take as trivial and meaningless, but remember that Jesus said that anything required of more than a yes or a no, “comes from evil” and James taught that to take oaths causes you to “fall under condemnation.”  

The last time that I taught on this, Sis. Mia Tannehill was a part of our church and she had been a part of a very exclusive sorority in college before she came to God.  As she began to think over what she had experienced, she began to realize that it hadn’t really been all fun and games after all, but closely mocked the word of God and that much of the principles of freemasonry had been true to her sorority experience, also.  She began to study her sorority a little closer and was shocked to find that it was just pagan worship in disguise.  Looking back, she realized that her first clue should have been when the organization required her to take an oath of secrecy not to divulge the secrets of the club and that if she did, she would be punished.  Such oaths are beyond a simple yes or no and they come from evil.  We should learn the lesson well:

Virtually every organization that requires a secret oath or vow of secrecy is rooted in idolatry and paganism.  

The key term here is “secret oath or vow.”  It’s not just fun and games, but God holds you to the oaths you take, no matter how trivial they are.  I’ll point out the unscriptural sides of two example organizations but the general principles hold true for virtually every “society” where the initiate must take an oath of secrecy.  In the words of Jesus and James, such oaths always come from evil and bring condemnation.  

Freemasonry

There is no larger movement in rural and small town areas than that of Freemasonry.  The “masons” as they are commonly known have many organizations for men, women, and children.  When a person enters the society, they are given ranks called “degrees.”  They then work their way up to higher ranks by learning further “light of truth” and by completing certain rituals.  The highest common rank is the 33rd degree and all Shriners are 33rd degree masons.  Not all masons will press on to the higher ranks, but all are encouraged to finish at least the first three levels which most commonly are known as:

1st Degree – The Entered Apprentice Degree

2nd Degree – The Fellow Craft Degree

3rd Degree – The Master Mason Degree

These are known as the “Craft Degrees” and also as the “Blue Lodge.”  All Masons are encouraged to go through these three steps if nothing else.  Although we could take every degree of every order and find something blasphemous and anti-Bible in it, in this lesson we will only use examples from these first three degrees simply because virtually every Mason is familiar with them and has submitted themselves to these first rites and oaths.  

Each local society has a “lodge” where they have meetings and often very influential men of the town all have Masonic ties.  On the surface, the masons seem to be civic-minded groups who often raise money for shelters and children’s hospitals.  Their meetings, however, involve elaborate rituals that are supposed to be kept secret.  Their rules and rituals are found in books called “monitors” and every state has a different monitor, although most of what is found in them is the same across the nation.  We will focus on Freemasonry but there are many appendant bodies that hold to the same basic tenants including the Order of the Eastern Star, Job’s Daughters, The Order of Rainbow for Girls, the Order of DeMolay for boys, and the various Moose lodges commonly found in rural towns.  

The authoritative teachings of Freemasonry are conveyed in several ways.  The primary authoritative Masonic teaching method is ritual.  Freemasons are usually unwilling to reveal the contents of ritual to non-Masons.   The Grand Lodge in whose jurisdiction the ritual is performed controls the words in Masonic ritual very closely.  Masonic ritual is always performed behind closed doors, with a guard called a tyler, standing on the outside of the lodge room.  Only those who have proven themselves to be Masons and those who are being initiated into the degrees of Freemasonry are allowed entrance.  
Another primary authoritative Masonic teaching method is through small books that are given to men when they are "raised" to the degree of Master Mason.   These small books are known as "monitors."  They are published, or authorized, by the Grand Lodges for distribution in the lodges in their jurisdiction.  Masonic monitors contain explanations of the meaning of the major symbols used in Masonic ritual and explain the meanings of important portions of the ritual, to help the less thoughtful Mason understand the teaching.  There seems to be a superset of material from which Masonic monitors are created.  The monitor for a particular jurisdiction consists of some core information plus elective information that is selected from the superset.  There is a great deal of similarity between the monitors of various states.  Usually, the symbols of Freemasonry are discussed in the same order and the explanations use almost identical wording.   Using virtually any Masonic monitor, it is possible to prove that Freemasonry teaches a plan of salvation which does not depend on faith in Jesus Christ.   Still, some Grand Lodges produce monitors that reveal far more than other Grand Lodges.  Unless noted, in this study we are quoting the Nevada state Monitor.
There are many inherent issues with the teachings of Freemasonry:

1. The oath

A person who is joining the masons must take a blood oath where the person promises to never divulge the secrets of the masonry and if he does, he will be killed.  This oath very obviously violates the teachings of James and our Lord.  The exact wording of the oath to be a 1st degree mason is as follows: 

I, ____ __ ____,(candidate then repeats the obligation as ministered to him by the WM) of my own free will and accord, in the presence of Almighty God and this Worshipful Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, erected to God and dedicated to the memory of the Holy Saints of Jerusalem, do hereby and hereon, solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will always hold, forever conceal, and never reveal any of the secret arts, parts, or points of the hidden mysteries of Freemasonry, which I have received, am about to receive, or may be hereafter . . . To all of which I do solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without any hesitation, mental reservation, or secret evasion of mind in me whatsoever; binding myself under no less a penalty than that of having my throat cut across, my tongue torn out, and with my body buried in the sands of the sea at low-water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours, should I ever knowingly or willfully violate this, my solemn Obligation of an Entered Apprentice. So help me God and make me steadfast to keep and perform the same.

Remember the words of Jesus Christ:

Matt 5:37 Let what you say be simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything more than this comes from evil. ESV

The requirement to bind oneself to a blood oath should be a dead giveaway that what they are entering is unholy.  Some modern Masons laugh this off and say, “it’s just fun and games” but history reveals that Freemasonry has often taken these words of such oaths a literal principles to be followed.  Even if it were just fun and games, in light of Biblical teaching on the importance of what a Christian says, we should beware!

An inherent problem with Freemasonry is that it forms a group within the group of a Christian church.  If Freemasons are in a local assembly, then God deems them a part of His local church and yet they have another, secret agenda that ties them together.  They worship together at church and then worship together through secret rites at the local Lodge and so their primary and true identity doesn’t come from just being a believer and follower of Jesus Christ.  The leader of the local lodge is always called “The Grand Worship Master” and these rituals are called worship.  What some may see as fun and games, God sees as a counterfeit church.

2. The initiation ritual

To be a 1st degree Mason, the individual is blindfolded, and led into the lodge before the altar with a sword point at their bare left chest. There they repeat the vow that we just read and then the "Grand Worship Master" of the lodge asks the man what he desires. The man responds be saying that he wants light. While removing the blindfold, the "Grand Worship Master" announces that the candidate needs the "masonic light" to really know truth. 

Nowhere in the ritual is Jesus mentioned, in fact Masons are forbidden to end their prayers with the name of Jesus:

A Mason offering prayer in the Lodge may pray to his God -- observing his own conception of Deity. . . . None should take umbrage because he addresses his prayer to his own conception of Deity. He must use prayer in the Ritual in all ritualistic ceremonies. Any other prayer is out of order in such ceremonies. – Masonic Code of Alabama, p. 141-2, 1963

When addressing the Deity in prayer it should never be done in a way that excludes Brothers of other faiths and of necessity should be inclusive and universal, not sectarian or denominational. 

-- Masonic Manual of Minnesota, p109, 1998

Masons believe that there is one God and that people employ many different ways to seek and to express what they know of God. Masons primarily uses (sic) the appellation, "Grand Architect of the Universe," and other non-sectarian titles, to address Deity. In this way, persons of different faiths may join together in prayer, concentrating on God rather than on differences among themselves. Masonry believes in religious freedom and that the relationship between the individual and God is personal, private, and sacred. – Masonic Manual of Minnesota, p16, 1998

"One fundamental of Freemasonry is its non-sectarian character. Any man may offer his devotions to the Deity he reveres, under the Masonic title, no matter what name he may use in his religious worship. Thus, Great Architect of the Universe (or any of its variations) is a symbol of Deity as named and worshiped in all religions. – Indiana Mentor’s Manual, p. 49

Of course, the very expression that the person needs "masonic light" has nothing to do with Jesus but to do with knowledge of the secretive teachings, yet the Bible clearly teaches that Jesus is the light of the world!
3. The white robe

At initiation a white, lambskin robe is given to the new member symbolizing "the life of purity that a life of masonry brings." The new member is urged to present the white robe to God at the white throne judgment as a symbol of all the good that they have done.  Of course, the scriptures teach that the only way to get the white robe or righteousness is to be washed in the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, and that we cannot earn our salvation with good works.
 

4. Advanced Masons take an oath to lie

At the fourth degree, the oath includes a promise to lie to a jury in order to protect a fellow mason from the death penalty even if they are guilty. Of course, scripture teaches that lying is always wrong.

5. Freemasonry teaches a false salvation

Many states' monitors teach that the meaning of getting the degree of Master Mason (3rd degree) is that they have been redeemed from the death of sin. For example:

It was the single object of all the ancient rites and mysteries practiced in the very bosom of pagan darkness. . .to teach the immortality of the Soul. This is still the great design of the third degree of Masonry. This is the scope and aim of its ritual. The Master Mason represents man, when youth, manhood, old age, and life itself have passed away as fleeting shadows, yet raised from the grave of iniquity, and quickened into another and better existence. By its legend and all its ritual, it is implied that we have been redeemed from the death of sin and the sepulchre of pollution. . . .and the conclusion we arrive at is, that youth, properly directed, leads [us to the honorable and virtuous maturity, and that] the life of man, regulated by morality, faith, and justice, will be rewarded at its closing hour by the prospect of eternal bliss. . . The important design of the degree is to symbolize the great doctrines of the resurrection of the body and the immortality of the soul; and hence it has been remarked by a learned writer of our order, that the Master Mason represents a man saved from the grave of iniquity, and raised to the faith of salvation. – 1947 Ed. Ahiman Rezon, pages 141-2, Monitor of South Carolina

Christians know that only Jesus Christ and obedience to the gospel brings salvation from the death of sin and nowhere in the 3rd degree ritual (or any other ritual) is the name of Jesus called upon even though is it only the name of Jesus that saves us.

6. Freemasonry teaches a false concept of God

The central figure in the third degree ritual of Freemasonry is Hiram Abif.
  In the Legend of the Third Degree, Hiram is supposedly unjustly killed, buried and then raised from the grave. Toward the conclusion of the Legend of the Third Degree, the new Master Mason is told that he should imitate Hiram Abif so that he may get into the celestial Lodge above, where the Grand Architect of the Universe (the Masonic god) presides. The Kentucky Monitor reveals the identity of Hiram Abiff in a discussion of various religions: 

All believed in a future life, to be attained by purification and trials; in a state or successive states of reward and punishment; and in a Mediator or Redeemer, by whom the Evil Principle was to be overcome and the Supreme Deity reconciled to His creatures. The belief was general that He was to be born of a virgin and suffer a painful death. The Hindus called him Krishna; the Chinese, Kioun-tse; the Persians, Sosiosch; the Chaldeans, Dhouvanai; the Egyptians, Horus; Plato, Love; the Scandinavians, Balder; the Christians, Jesus; Masons, Hiram. -- pages XIV-XV, Kentucky Monitor
In other words, to a mason, there is no difference between Jesus, Hiram, Love, Krishna, or Horus the chief god of the Egyptians but we know and believe that Jesus is the one true God of the Bible manifest in the flesh!  

To an ignorant Christian entering Freemasonry, they tend to be confused because they interpret what they hear in terms of Christianity, but if they listen closer and investigate more thoroughly, they would be shocked at what the Lodge actually means.  For example, when seeking membership, the candidate is asked, “Do you have faith in the existence of a Supreme Being?”  Most Christians without giving it a second’s thought will interpret this in their minds to mean, “Do you believe in the God of the Bible?”  And so many Masons hold that Freemasonry is a Christian organization.  The problem is that a Hindu or a Muslim seeking membership interprets that phrase to mean their deities as well and this is no problem for the Lodge:

"The first of the universally recognized Landmarks of Freemasonry states that ‘monotheism is the sole dogma of Freemasonry. Belief in one God is required of every initiate, but his conception of the Supreme Being is left to his own interpretation. Freemasonry is not concerned with theological distinctions. This is the basis of our universality.’" – Indiana Mentor’s Manual, p. 19

Masonry has no religious dogma other than that it requires a belief in Deity. Any man, good and true, whether he be Christian, Jew, Mohammedan, Parsee, Buddhist, Brahman or Deist may be admitted to Masonry because all these religions require a belief in Deity. -- Masonic Code of Alabama, p. 141, 1963

To the altar of Freemasonry all men bring their most votive offerings. Around it all men, whether they have received their teachings from Confucius, Zoroaster, Moses, Mohammad or the founder of the Christian religion--just so long as they believe in the universality of the fatherhood of God and universality of the brotherhood of man--meet upon a common level. The Jew returns to his synagogue, the Mohammedan to his mosque and the Christian to his temple--each better prepared for the solemn duties of life by the associations in this universal brotherhood. -- Louisiana Monitor, p. 150, 1988

All of this has been a very sparse example of what could be many ways that the Masonic “religion” teaches false doctrine.  It’s not harmless fun and learn the lesson well:  any society that commands you to take an oath to never divulge the secrets of the organization has secrets to hide and are not what they purport to be.  Anything more than a simple yes or no in oaths “comes from evil.”  

Conclusion

Unfortunately many of these principles apply also to some college fraternities and sororities.  Usually they are much more than just harmless fun, but are pagan religions and idolatry in disguise.  For example, the initiation rite of the sorority that Sis. Mia was a part of was a moment where the girl was lowered into a grave on a bed sheet and pronounced dead to their old life and then they were “resurrected” to take on a new name and to be known as a “sister” of their new family.  If you are familiar the least bit with Biblical Apostolic teachings you realize that this is a pagan copy of Christian baptism.  When a person is baptized in the name of Jesus, it symbolizes that they are dead to their old life of sin and that they are taking on a new life and a new name in the name of Jesus Christ!  The early church called each other as we do as, “brother” and “sister.”  This is not a coincidence, but rather further proof that the so-called sororities and fraternities and secret clubs are nothing more than pagan religious organizations masquerading as societies.       

In her particular sorority, this initiation rite was accompanied by hymns being sung to the Greek goddess of the order and prayer was offered up to this pagan goddess.  The initiate was then considered “a living sacrifice” to the goddess and was to live according to her precepts.  When Sis. Mia began to realize the pagan roots of all this and how it mocked the word of God and the truth found there, she began to do some investigating.  She found out that her sorority had several lawsuits filed against them because in several cases they had hired men to rape some of the members that had been thought “virgins” so that all of the members would be on equal footing.  Sis. Mia actually contacted one of these girls and when she found out that all of this was true, she wrote a letter to the sorority and resigned from being a member of it.  I applaud her for that and I called her and received her permission to use her story in this study.  Some would say, that it’s just fun and games and not a big deal, but she realized what we must realized that it is a big deal to God!  Because He holds us to our oaths and vows even if we think that they are trivial!          

We must all carefully consider any club or lodge that would ask for our membership that involves a vow or an oath taken in secret.  In the words of our Lord:

Mark 4:21-23 And he said to them, "Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? 22 For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." ESV

As Christians, we are not called to keep secret initiations and hidden truths, but to proclaim the truth of the light of Jesus to the entire world.  And we should be as we seem, with the church of Jesus Christ and His kingdom our primary identity!

� See Leviticus 19:12; Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21,23


� Revelation 7:14; Ephesians 2:8-10


� Revelation 21:8, et al.


� Sometimes spelled “Abiff”





Endnotes





� Some people have taken this scripture in the book of James to mean that a Christian should not “swear to tell the truth” in a court of law.  Because of some Christian’s views on this, some courts will say, “I adjure” or “I promise.”  I personally do not believe it is wrong for a Christian to take an oath in a court of law and to “swear” or “promise” to tell the truth – no matter what the term used.  There are some who disagree with me and I note that this is my personal opinion on the matter.  And let me say that I have yet to have to go to court and be sworn in and I plan to keep it that way.  But if I were called to testify in court, I would have no problem raising my right hand and saying, “I solemnly swear to tell the truth, so help me God” or whatever else they might say for the following reasons:





With or without that oath, all Christians should tell the truth and only the truth anyway.  The oath amounts to a promising to keep God’s Word and not lie.  No Christian should have any problem with promising to keep and obey God’s Word; it should be the least that we do.





By obeying the commandment of the court, I am submitting myself to the authority of the court and the government which was placed here by God.  In this case, the court is enforcing the commandment of God because the commandment against bearing false witness is scripture.  By submitting to their procedure, I show that I show a submissive attitude toward the authority that God has placed in my life.  As long as they do not command us to go against scripture we should submit to the governmental authority.





Jesus, when on trial before the High Priest, was charged to tell the truth “by the living God” and Jesus had no problem with that part of the process and freely answered the priest:





Matt 26:63-64 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, "I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven." ESV





The word for “adjure” in the Greek literally means, “to exact an oath” and is related to the same word that James used for “oath” in our text.  Obviously, if it were sinful to tell the truth and to take an oath to do so in the court of law, Jesus would not have done it.  
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